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Silage Additives 

 

In Australia we enjoy relative freedom in many aspects of life. Markets are free with the exception of 

S4 drugs. Basically, we can sell any non-drug product without interference from government or other 

regulatory authorities. Although this is changing rapidly with dairy feed additives, the marketing of 

silage additives still does not fall under animal feed ingredients, and hence has no restrictions nor 

regulation regarding performance of these products. Dairytech Nutrition is currently going through the 

process of becoming an audited feed ingredients manufacturer with regard to dairy premixes and other 

feed ingredients they manufacturer. Our PASTURE GOLD Silage Inoculants will also be under this 

accreditation (FIAAA).  

This is not the case in Europe. Silage additives must now be registered under very strict animal feed 

additive legislation administered by the EU Food Safety Authority. Ten years ago there were 402 silage 

additive products on the market in the European Union. For registration, manufacturers were required 

to submit proof of improved silage quality; and of course, safety in regard to the food chain. Of the 402 

products submitted for authorization, only 95 (24%) were approved.  

PASTURE GOLD Silage Inoculant contains three bacteria: Lactobacillus plantarum, Pediococcus 

pentosaceus and Proprionibacterium jensenii (and enzymes). Of these three, the first two have EU 

Registration and as such were able to demonstrate beneficial activities in silage fermentation quality. 

The third bacteria, Propionibacterium jensenii is added for its benefits to preservation of fermented 

silage when exposed to oxygen at feed out. Documentation and registration proceedure could cost up 

to $500,000.     

The Australian silage additive/inoculant market has a growing list of products available with significant 

price variations. It would be interesting to know how many would stand up to the scrutiny of the EU 

food safety laws. Although these laws are not in place in Australia at this time, it is only a matter of 

time until they are. At that point it would be likely the number of silage additive/inoculant products 

will reduce similar to the European experience.  

Quality silage inoculant products can be very effective in reducing mould risk, and their inherent toxin 

issues, a major cause of abortions in dairy cows. As food safety takes a greater role in regulatory 

constraints, and it is known toxins can pass from the digestive system of the cow to her milk. 

Monitoring of toxins in human food is increasing and will become a milk quality specification. Handling 

of mouldy silage or hay can also be a risk to humans and a work safety issue from potential inhailing of 

toxins. The lack of visible mould does not ensure toxins are not present. We are aware of a field 

technical person who nearly lost his life after sniffing suspect silage and inhailed toxins last year.  
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